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Appendix 1 -  Rural Needs Impact Assessment (RNIA) 
Template 

SECTION 1 -  Defining the activity subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural 
Needs Act (NI) 2016

1A. Name of Public Authority.

1B.  Please provide a short title which describes the activity being undertaken by the 
Public Authority that is subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016.

1C. Please indicate which category the activity specified in Section 1B above relates to.

Developing	a Policy Strategy Plan

Adopting	a Policy Strategy Plan

Implementing	a Policy Strategy Plan

Revising	a Policy Strategy Plan

Designing	a	Public	Service

Delivering	a	Public	Service

1D.  Please provide the official title (if any) of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service 

document or initiative relating to the category indicated in Section 1C above.

1E.  Please provide details of the aims and/or objectives of the Policy, Strategy, Plan 
or Public Service.
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1F.  What definition of ‘rural’ is the Public Authority using in respect of the Policy, 
Strategy, Plan or Public Service?

Population	Settlements	of	less	than	5,000	(Default	definition).

Other	Definition	(Provide	details	and	the	rationale	below).

A	definition	of	‘rural’	is	not	applicable.

Details of alternative definition of ‘rural’ used.

Rationale for using alternative definition of ‘rural’.

Reasons why a definition of ‘rural’ is not applicable.
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SECTION 2 -  Understanding the impact of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or 
Public Service

2A.  Is the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service likely to impact on people in rural 

areas?

Yes No If	the	response	is	NO	GO	TO	Section	2E.

2B.  Please explain how the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on 
people in rural areas.

2C.  If the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural 

areas differently from people in urban areas, please explain how it is likely to impact 

on people in rural areas differently.
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2D.  Please indicate which of the following rural policy areas the Policy, Strategy, Plan or 
Public Service is likely to primarily impact on.

Rural	Businesses	

Rural	Tourism

Rural	Housing

Jobs	or	Employment	in	Rural	Areas

Education	or	Training	in	Rural	Areas

Broadband	or	Mobile	Communications	in	Rural	Areas

Transport	Services	or	Infrastructure	in	Rural	Areas

Health	or	Social	Care	Services	in	Rural	Areas

Poverty	in	Rural	Areas

Deprivation	in	Rural	Areas

Rural	Crime	or	Community	Safety	

Rural	Development

Agri-Environment

Other	(Please	state)

If the response to Section 2A was YES GO TO Section 3A.

2E.  Please explain why the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is NOT likely to 
impact on people in rural areas.
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SECTION 3 -  Identifying the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in 
Rural Areas

3A.  Has the Public Authority taken steps to identify the social and economic needs of 

people in rural areas that are relevant to the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?

Yes No If	the	response	is	NO	GO	TO	Section	3E.

3B.  Please indicate which of the following methods or information sources were used 
by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural 
areas.

Consultation	with	Rural	Stakeholders Published	Statistics

Consultation	with	Other	Organisations Research	Papers

Surveys	or	Questionnaires Other	Publications

Other	Methods	or	Information	Sources	(include	details	in	Question	3C	below).

3C.  Please provide details of the methods and information sources used to identify the 
social and economic needs of people in rural areas including relevant dates, names 
of organisations, titles of publications, website references, details of surveys or 
consultations undertaken etc. 
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3D.  Please provide details of the social and economic needs of people in rural areas 
which have been identified by the Public Authority?

If the response to Section 3A was YES GO TO Section 4A.

3E.  Please explain why no steps were taken by the Public Authority to identify the social 
and economic needs of people in rural areas?
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SECTION 4 -  Considering the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in 
Rural Areas

4A.  Please provide details of the issues considered in relation to the social and 

economic needs of people in rural areas. 
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SECTION 5 - Influencing the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service

5A.  Has the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy 

or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, been influenced by the rural 

needs identified? 

Yes No If the response is NO GO TO Section 5C.

5B.  Please explain how the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the 
Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, has been 
influenced by the rural needs identified.

If the response to Section 5A was YES GO TO Section 6A.
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5C.  Please explain why the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the 
Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or the delivery of the Public Service, has NOT 
been influenced by the rural needs identified.

SECTION 6 - Documenting and Recording

6A.  Please tick below to confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained by the Public 

Authority and relevant information on the Section 1 activity compiled in accordance 

with paragraph 6.7 of the guidance.

I	confirm	that	the	RNIA	Template	will	be	retained	and	relevant	information	compiled.

Rural Needs Impact 

Assessment undertaken by:

Position/Grade:

Division/Branch

Signature:

Date:

Rural Needs Impact 

Assessment approved by:

Position/Grade:

Division/Branch: 

Signature:

Date:
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	undefined: Department of Finance
	undefined_2: 
Title - An amendment to fire safety standards in 'The Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 (as amended)'.
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	undefined_5: Changes to Part E (Fire safety) of 'The Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 (as amended)' and supporting guidance in Technical Booklet E (Fire safety). Title - 'The Building (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2024'
	undefined_6: Part E (Fire safety) is the policy which sets the fire safety standards in the building regulations when buildings are erected, altered, extended or created as a result of a material change of use.

The objectives of the policy changes are to improve life safety standards for residents/occupiers in a variety of building types (primarily dwellings and principally blocks of flats). The changes will also assist fire and rescue service personnel in performing firefighting and search and rescue operations. The intended effect is to reduce the consequences of fire through saving lives and preventing injuries.

	undefined_7: N/A
	undefined_8: N/A
	undefined_9: N/A
	If the response is NO GO TO Section 2E: Yes
	undefined_10: These amendments to the Building Regulations raise fire safety standards in certain types of buildings. There will be a regulatory requirement for fire safety information and automatic fire suppression systems in certain buildings. There will be enhanced fire alarm provision in new dwellings, clarified guidance on smoke ventilation requirements in blocks of flats and a series of improved measures to assist firefighters in firefighting and search and rescue operations.The policy changes impact on various buildings irrespective of location. So people occupying those buildings will equally be affected whether in rural or non-rural areas.One of the changes will ensure enhanced fire alarm provision in all new dwellings irrespective of location.Certain changes aimed at medium/high rise buildings containing flats are more likely to impact non-rural areas where these types of buildings are predominantly if not exclusively located.Policy changes to improve facilities and access for the Fire and Rescue Service will enhance firefighter and occupant safety alike in buildings irrelevant of location. Again some of the firefighter safety changes relate specifically to medium/high rise buildings containing flats which are predominantly located in non-rural areas.The policy change for provision of fire safety information will impact all non-domestic buildings and all medium/high rise buildings containing flats. The changes as a whole will not adversely impact people in rural areas from those in non-rural areas. Where relevant in terms of occupant safety, these changes equally improve resident safety in buildings in rural areas as it does for the same buildings in non-rural areas.
	undefined_11: N/A
	Other Please state: Both employers and employees in NI
	undefined_25: N/A
	Published Statistics: Off
	Research Papers: Off
	Other Publications: Off
	undefined_29: 
	undefined_30: 
	undefined_31: The proposed technical changes are designed to have a positive impact on occupant (particularly domestic resident) and firefighter safety in buildings as a consequence of fire, whether that be in individual dwellings, blocks of flats, residential care premises or workplaces. The location of those buildings whether in rural or non-rural areas is immaterial. Most of the changes will affect higher risk medium/high rise buildings containing flats which are predominantly located in non-rural areas.There is no evidence to suggest a greater or lesser prevalence of fire fatality rates in rural areas from those in non-rural areas. Hence there is no need to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas in order to progress with the technical amendments, which should benefit all.
	undefined_32: If there was evidence that the proposed amendments would have a disproportionate impact on persons in rural areas compared to non-rural areas, there would be a need to consider the social and economic needs of persons in rural areas.

However in the absence of such evidence and that the changes will affect dwellings in rural areas in the same way as dwellings in non-rural areas, there is no issues to consider which are specific in relation to the social and economic needs of people in rural areas. 
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	undefined_34: There are no specific rural needs identified.A lot of the amendments are applicable only to medium/high rise buildings containing flats which are predominantly if not exclusively located in non-rural areas. Where amendments do apply in rural areas (e.g. uplift to fire alarm provision in all new dwellings), they apply equally to dwellings in rural areas as they do to dwellings in non-rural areas.Hence the revision to Part E and supporting guidance in Technical Booklet E has not been influenced by any specific rural needs identified.
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